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Exiled leaders of the Miskito Indians and other indigenous peoples asserted on Oct. 29 that the
Nicaraguan government had reneged on a promise to begin peace talks with Indian officials. Last
week it appeared that the government was willing to allow 10 rebel leaders of the Indian and black
Creole communities to fly to Managua, without conditions, to discuss a proposal to end the sixyear conflict with the Miskitos and other groups. During the weekend, Interior Minister Tomas
Borge announced that Miskito leaders planning a trip to Managua from Costa Rica would not be
allowed to enter Nicaragua unless they accepted the government's amnesty. Nobel Peace prize
winner Adolfo Perez Esquivel had flown to Central America to accompany the Indian leaders, but
the plan was aborted in the final hours. The government argued that it could not allow a precedent
to be set for anyone who took up arms against the government to return to Nicaragua without first
accepting amnesty. The Sandinista authorities' reluctance was apparently related to a plan by the
contra leadership and their US congressional supporters for a group of contra leaders to make
a surprise flight to Managua. In Costa Rica, Miskito leader Brooklyn Rivera said the Sandinistas
changed their minds at the last moment and imposed conditions for opening talks that the Indian
leaders found unacceptable. Having first told the Indian leaders that they would not have to accept
an amnesty before traveling to Managua, the Sandinistas unexpectedly reversed their position at
the last moment, Rivera said. Contra leaders have demanded that they be allowed to go to Managua
to negotiate with the Sandinistas, and they have refused a Sandinista demand that they accept
amnesty. The Sandinistas have said they will jail any contra leader who tries to go to Managua
without accepting amnesty. In 1981 and 1982, the Sandinistas shot several Indians, burned a number
of their villages, imprisoned their leaders, and forced thousands of Indians into government camps.
More than 12,000 Indians fled to Honduras. Rivera and other Miskito leaders in Costa Rica said
they had agreed to discuss seven points with the Sandinistas: autonomy, the return of all refugees,
reconstruction of destroyed villages, indemnification for damages, the reintegration of guerrilla
fighters, and a negotiated cease-fire. After bitter internal fights, Miskito and other indigenous rebel
groups have selected a capable joint leadership that has spent most of its time consulting with
refugees in Honduras. Rivera said his people are sick of war and exile and are sincerely trying to
find the means to negotiate an end to their conflict with the Sandinistas. (Basic data from NEW
YORK TIMES, 10/30/87)
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